Amendments to the Claims 



1-30. (Cancelled) 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for validating a data stream comprising: 
generating a validation key associated with the data stream, saktthe validation 

key to map the data stream with a source; 
generating the data stream; 
storing the validation key; 

embedding the validation key in the data stream to form a validation key 

embedded data stream; and 
sending the validation key embedded data stream to a destination. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the source is 
any one of a source of audio information, a source of video information, a 
source of audio-video information and a uniform resource locator (URL). 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32, wherein generating the 
validation key associated with the data stream comprises generating the 
validation key in response to a request for data to be retrieved from the 
uniform resource locator (URL). 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein generating the 
validation key associated with the data stream, saidthe validation key to map 
the data stream with a source comprises generating the validation key and 
sending the validation key to the destination. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the data 
stream comprises any one of encoded video information, encoded audio 
information, encoded audio-video information, and encoded information from 
the URL. 
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36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, further comprising: 
receiving the validation key at the destination; and 

sampling the validation key embedded data stream in response to detecting the 
validation key in the validation key embedded data stream. 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A method for validating a data stream comprising: 
receiving a validation key associated with the data stream, saidthe validation 

key to map the data stream with a source; 
storing the validation key; 
receiving the data stream; 

sampling the data stream to detect the validation key embedded in the data 
stream; and 

validating the data stream in response to detecting the validation key 
embedded in the data stream. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39, wherein the source is 
any one of a source of audio information, a source of video information, a 
source of audio-video information and a uniform resource locator (URL). 

41 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, further comprising requesting 
data to be retrieved from the uniform resource locator (URL). 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 39, further comprising generating 
an error if the validation key is not detected in the data stream. 

43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 42, further comprising 
creating a log file and writing the error to the log file. 

44. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 
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a database; 

a server coupled with the database, the server having 
a bus; a processo r, and coupl e d with th e bus; 

a memory coupled with the processorb tre, saidthe memory including 
having stored ther e in a s e t of instruction s , wh i ch when execut e d by the 
proc e ssor caus e th e proc e s s or 

a key generation module (KGM) to generate a validation key 
associated with a data stream, saidthe validation key to 
map the data stream with a source, and 
an encoder to generate the data stream, to store the validation 
key; to embed the validation key in the data stream to 
form a validation key embedded data strean^-aftd 
the database to store the validation key; and 

the server to send the validation key embedded data stream to a destination. 

45. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the source is any 
one of a source of audio information, a source of video information, a source 
of audio-video information, and a uniform resource locator (URL). 

46. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein th e encoder encodes 
instructions to g e nerat e th e data str e am compris e instructions to e ncode any 
one of audio information, video information, and a-the uniform resource 
locator (URL). 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the server set of 
instructions comprises furth e r instructions to s e nd sends t he validation key to 
the destination in response to receiving a request for data to be retrieved from 
the URL. 
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49. (Currently Amended) An apparatus A system , comprising: 

a bus; 

a processor coupl e d with th e bus; 

a memory coupled with th e bus, said m e mory having stored therein a s e t of 
instructions, which when execut e d by the proc e ssor caus e the 
proc e ssor 

a key generation module (KGM) to generate a validation key associated with a 
data stream, the validation key to map the data stream with a source; 

an encoder coupled with the KGM to embed the validation key in the data 
stream to form a validation key embedded stream; 

a client t o receive a-the validation key embedded stream associated with a data 
stream, said validation key to map th e data stream with a source ? i _and 

a database coupled with the client to store the validation key^ to rec e ive th e 
data stream, to sampl e the data str e am to d e t e ct the validation k e y 
embedded in the data stream, and to validate the data stream in 
response to detecting the validation key embedded in the data stream. 

50. (Currently Amended) The method system o f claim 49, wherein the source is 
any one of a source of audio information, a source of video information, a 
source of audio-video information and a uniform resource locator (URL). 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) The m e thod system of claim 50, wherein the client s et 
of instructions compri se s further instructions to r e qu e st requests data to be 
retrieved from the uniform resource locator (URL). 

52. (Currently Amended) The method system o f claim 49, wherein the client s et 
of instructions compri s es further instructions to gen e rate generates an error if 
the validation key is not detected in the data stream. 



Docket No.: 42390P12158 
Application No.: 10/016,740 



5 



53. (Currently Amended) The m e thod system of claim 52, wherein the set of 

i nstructions comprises further instruction s t o cre ate a server creates a log file 
and write- writes the error to the log file. 

54-57. (Cancelled) 

58. (Currently Amended) A ^An article of manufacture comprising a machine- 
readable medium having stored thereon data representing sets of instructions 
whic h that provide s instructions that , when executed by a machine, cause 
saidthe machine to perform op e rations comprising : 

g e nerating generate a validation key associated with a data stream, saklthe 

validation key to map the data stream^ with a source; 
g e n e rating generate the data stream; 
sieriftg -store the validation key; 

emb e dding embed the validation key in the data stream to form a validation 

key embedded data stream; and 
sending send the validation key embedded data stream to a destination. 

59. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 58, wherein 
saMthe sets of instructions when executed by the machine, further cause the 
machine to sample the data stream to detect the validation key embedded in 
the data stream for g e nerating 

a validation key associated with th e data stream, said validation key to map the 
data stream with a sourc e , comprise furth e r instructions to direct said 
machine to perform operations comprising 

sending the validation key to the destination . 

60. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 58, wherein 
sakkhe sets of instructions when executed by the machine, further cause the 
machine to for generating the data stream comprise further instruction s to 
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direct said machin e to p e rform op e ration s comprising e ncoding m e dia 
information to generate the data stream, wherein the source the media 
information is any of audio information, video information, or an audio-video 
information. 
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